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BRECKLAND COUNCIL

At a Meeting of the

COMMITTEE OF THE LICENSING AUTHORITY

Held on Wednesday, 11 March 2020 at 10.00 am in
Norfolk Room, The Conference Suite, Elizabeth House, Dereham

PRESENT
Mr K. Martin (Vice-Chairman)
Mr R. F. W. Brame
Mr M. P. Brindle
Mrs S. Dowling

Cllr T. Kiddell
Mrs L.H. Monument
Mr P. Morton
Miss T. Taylor

In Attendance
Donna Hall - Licensing & Business Support Manager
Lisa Turner - Assistant Licensing Officer
Julie Britton - Democratic Services Officer

Action By

The Vice-Chairman, Councillor Keith Martin in the Chair 

9/20 MINUTES (AGENDA ITEM 1) 

The minutes of the meeting held on 28 January 2020 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman.

10/20 APOLOGIES (AGENDA ITEM 2) 

Apologies were received from the Chairman, Councillor Marion Chapman-
Allen and Councillors Bowes, Dale and Duffield.

11/20 URGENT BUSINESS (AGENDA ITEM 3) 

None.

12/20 DECLARATION OF INTEREST (AGENDA ITEM 4) 

None declared.

13/20 NON-MEMBERS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE MEETING (AGENDA 
ITEM 5) 

None.

14/20 LICENSING ACT UPDATE (AGENDA ITEM 6) 

Donna Hall, the Licensing & Business Support Manager provided Members 
with an update on the Licensing Act.

The Government had extended the licensing hours for licensed premises 
for VE Day; such premises could now open for an extra 2 hours.  
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As requested by the Chairman, Councillor Marion Chapman-Allen, the 
procedure for the suspension on licensable activities were highlighted.  It 
was noted that if a licensed premises did not pay the necessary fees the 
licence could be suspended.  The procedure and strict process that had to 
be followed was explained.

Councillor Brame asked about a local takeaway that he knew of that 
wanted to extend its opening hours.  Members were informed that the 
business owner could make an application to vary the trading hours but the 
responsible authorities would have to be consulted.  The fee for doing so 
would be based on the rateable value.  A Temporary Event Notice (TEN) 
could also be issued if an application was applied.

The number of club premises certificates in Breckland was highlighted.  To 
qualify for a club certificate, a club had to have at least 25 members and 
any regulated activities could only be provided for its Members and their 
guests.  Under a club certificate public events could not be held.  If a non-
member wanted to hire the club venue for a public event the owner would 
have to apply for a TEN.

The amount of notice that had to be provided to apply for a TEN was 
explained and the amount of TENs that a premises or personal licence 
holder could apply for in a year was highlighted.

In response to a question about whether roadside burger bars had to be 
licensed Members were informed that this came under Street Trading.

15/20 GAMBLING ACT UPDATE (AGENDA ITEM 7) 

Donna Hall, the Licensing & Business Support Manager provided Members 
with an update in respect of a change in legislation to the Gambling Act.  
From 14 April 2020, the use of credit cards for gambling purposes would 
be banned on-line and off-line in an attempt to curb problem gambling.  
This new legislation would have a huge affect on gambling premises but 
would hopefully prevent gambling addiction and discourage excessive 
spending. This was a national strategy for the reduction of gambling harm 
and would be linked into Breckland’s vulnerability agenda.

22% of on-line gamblers used credit cards and were classed as problem 
gamblers. Debit cards or cash would still be accepted.  

Breckland did not have any independent betting shops and most of the 
well-known betting shops/bookmakers had their own schemes in place.  

Councillor Moreton asked if Breckland Council had any powers to reduce 
or prevent the amount of betting shops in one area.  Members were 
informed that this was a planning issue not a licensing issue.  Councillor 
Brindle was disappointed with the response as there were many betting 
shops in Thetford that had now included other activities in the premises 
such as cafes/food establishments which he felt would encourage more 
people to take part in gambling.  The Licensing & Business Support 
Manager advised that a local area profile would hopefully be implemented 
this year that would allow the Licensing Team to take greater ownership.

The number of gambling premises in Breckland would be double checked 
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as the number highlighted was considered quite low.

16/20 TRAINING REQUIREMENTS (IF ANY) (AGENDA ITEM 8) 

A full day of training for the Licensing Committee was being provided on 
Monday 23rd March 2020 from 9:30am to 4pm in the Norfolk Room (due to 
the current crisis, this has now been cancelled).
 
The Accredited Personal Licence Holders Qualification course was being 
provided by Craig Fowler of EHCUK.
 
The course would cover:

 Licensing Law
 Personal Licences
 Premises Licences
 The Protection of Children
 Powers and Enforcement
 Temporary Events
 Responsible Alcohol retailing

 
All of the above should provide an excellent insight into the 
requirements Breckland’s businesses and licence holders must meet in 
relation to alcohol licensing, and enable Members to make informed 
decisions at Panel Hearings and Committee meetings.
 
There was an option for Members to stay on for an hour at the end of 
the day to sit the exam which would provide an APLH Level 2 
qualification - the qualification that personal licence holders were 
required to hold.

17/20 NEXT MEETING (AGENDA ITEM 9) 

The arrangements for the next meeting on Wednesday 15 July 2020 at 
10am in the Anglia Room were noted.

The meeting closed at 11.05 am CHAIRMAN
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